
Object H 

3.  steel
4.  �sh bolt or track bolt - fastener
5.  Manufacture date: not known. Track bolts are also called 
rail bolts, and used to fasten rail joints to link rails. Track bolts 
come in di�erent sizes and the bolts can be classi�ed into 
several types, �sh bolts or anchor bolts are two main varieties.

Object J

3.  steel
4.  lock spike - fastener
5.  Lock spikes are used for securing baseplates to the sleeper, 
whilst the other fasteners ie dog spikes are for securing the rail 
to the sleepers. They are driven in the holes of baseplates where 
they expand to make a tight friction grip into the sleeper.
  

Object I

3.  tool steel
4.  auger bit - tool
5.  The bit is inserted at the end of the jigger. A jigger is a long 
handled ‘brace and bit’ for boring holes by hand, in wooden sleepers,
ready for a dog spike.

Object K

3.  steel
4.  track clip - fastener
5.  Track clips (clamps) secure and fasten the rail to the sleeper 
their purposes is similiar to dogspikes or screwspikes. As with most 
fasteners their designs have changed over the years.

Objects M beater, N spiking hammer, O wrench 
or spanner

3. timber and steel
4, 5. beater - tool : like a pick, one end with one or two sharp points 
for digging, the other end a rectangular �at face for ‘beating’ stones 
under sleepers.
spiking hammer - tool : a long handled, light, thin head hammer 
for driving in dog spikes.
wrench or spanner -  tool: long handed tool for tightening track 
bolts.

Object L 

3. steel
4.  date nail 
5. Not a fastening nor a tool but everyone asks ‘What is that 
nail in the sleeper?’  The South Australian Railways, for many 
years (1922 -1973) used a system of  ‘date-nails’ in their 
sleepers. Date nails had a large head featuring raised digits to 
indicate the year the sleeper was installed.
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